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Marion at age 2

The Mattoon Christian Church
where the McKee family once
attended.

Seasons of  Li fe
as told by Mar ion McKee to Lois Dailey

The McKee name is of Scott ish  her i tage.  MacKey pronounced as Mackie.
However , their  name set tled down to McKee in  th is country.

In  t he Begi nn i ng.  On November  19, ear ly
in  the 20 t h  cen tu ry, Edward Mil lard McKee
and Lola Breeding McKee gave bir th to a
son.  Mar ion E. McKee t ipped the scale at
10 lbs.  He joined h is two brothers: Cedr ic,
14 years and Freder ick , 10 years and one
sister , Leagreeta, six years’ old.  Mar ion
was the youngest  of the ch ildren.

Ten pounds is a good size for  a baby.
However , Mar ion couldn ’t  gain  weight .  He
was very frai l  and at  the age of one year , he
weighed only seven pounds.

Mar ion told me that  he had two aunts that
l ived th ir ty miles away.  They wou ld come
to visit , and when they ar r ived back  at  their
homes, they wou ld cal l  and inqu ire i f he
was st i l l  l iving.

Bu t  good news came when h is parents final ly found a pharmacist  who
recommended a powdered formu la.  They started feeding h im the
formu la and he began to grow and matu re unt i l  he was a healthy ch ild.

How wonder fu l that  he became a st rong,
healthy man, learned abou t  Chr ist’s claim
for  h is l i fe and yielded h imself to the Lord. 
He tu rned h is l i fe over  to preach ing the
gospel in evangel ist ic meetings.  He served
as min ister  to several congregat ions over  the
years.  Yes, and the Lord has  su rely blessed
him with longevity.  (The exact  numbers are
a classified secret !)

The Day  t he House Burned.  When Mar ion
was six years old, he was awakened one
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morning by a crack l ing sound. He arose and repor ted it  to h is dad who
calmly said, “It ’s just  the wood in  the heat ing stove.”   Dad got up and
went  ou tside to pump some water  and as he tu rned back  toward the
house, he saw the roof was ablaze.

Immediately th ey cal led “Central” and placed abou t three phon e calls to
aler t  the fire depar tment  of the house fire.  Mar ion went  to Leagreeta’s
room to report  the fire.  The n ight  before Lagreeta had taken a metal box
with  insu rance paper  and pu t  i t  in  her  closet .  When she heard “fire” she
grabbed the metal box ou t  of the closet  and dashed ou t  of the room. 
Lagreeta had ju st gone ou t the door when the ceil ing col lapsed over her
bed.   She had narrowly escaped being t rapped in h er  room .  What a
blessing!

There was a fi re hydran t  abou t two blocks from the hou se.  The fi re crew
tr ied to hook  up to the water , bu t  dad McKee told them there was no
use, the house was gone anyway.

Back  at  th e house, Mar ion’s mother  had managed to
move a large piece of bedroom fu rn itu re cal led a
ch iffarobe.  (A wardrobe for  hanging clothes connected
with a dresser  and mir ror .) Mother  always had dad
move it  when she was clean ing because it  was too
heavy.  However , in  her  du ress, she had an extra
su rge of st rength and she was able to move it  from the
bedroom to the front  porch.  Neighbor  men saw what
she was doing and moved it  on ou t  to the lawn.

When the fire fin ished, there was one wall standing,
complete with  a pictu re of Mar ion ’s grandfather  st i l l
in tact .  It  was not  even scorched.

Marion remembers that there was a vacant house nearby that they
cou ld use for  the t ime being.  The exper ience of their  house bu rn ing was
so t raumat ic to Mar ion that i t  comes back  to h is memory vividly
oftent imes.

A few m em or i es of  ear ly  ch i ldhood.

A Spi cy  Quest i on.  One day the McKee family had company in  their
home.  They were sit ting on the front  porch chatt ing.  A dog ran across
the lawn and Marion said, “Daddy, was that dog a male or  a female?”
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His dad grabbed h im and took  him in  the house and said, “You  never
talk  l ike that again ! If you do, I’l l  have to paddle you .”  Mar ion was a fast
learner  and he didn ’t  try that  again .   Times have changed, with  risque
talk  almost  being the norm. 

Brother  McKee observed in  h is later  years that  when he was a boy, you
never  spoke abou t  a lady being pregnant  bu t  you always said that  she
was in  a family way. Again, t imes have changed.

Pay  Wi t hout  Play . Mar ion was six years old when he started studying
piano.  He took  lessons unt i l  he was 15 years of age.  He told of one
piano teacher  that  weighed 500 lbs.  If he went  to his lesson
unprepared, you  st i l l  had to pay bu t  you  were sent home withou t a
lesson.  He soon learned to pract ice.

Musi ci ans Don ’ t  What ?   One day when Marion  was about  11 years old,
h is dad told h im to mow the lawn.  Mar ion in formed h is dad. “Musicians
don’t  mow lawn.”  His dad cor rected th is notion.

Passi ng t he Bar r  Exam . Mar ion ’s sixth-grade teacher  was Miss Barr . 
He recal led that she was very st rict .  Somet imes she wou ld grab h im by
the ch in and say, “You  act  l ike you  are from Pumpk in Ridge.”  That  was
her  way of shaming h im when he was goofing off.  Miss Bar  gave a
geography exam.  Actually, she gave it  three t imes unt i l  he passed it . 
She was insistent  that  he learn the mater ial.

Beyond Chi ldhood

The Seven  Sons.  Mar ion excelled in  classical music.  So it  was a
natu ral to pu t  a band together .  At  one point  he had a seven-piece ban d.
They cal led themselves Seven Sons of Syncopation .  Marion condu cted
the band and often played the piano as well.  Also,  being an
accomplished sin ger , he often san g.

Seven  Becom es 14.  Another  poin t, Mar ion had a 14-piece band.  He
told of one honky-tonk   where they played for some long t ime one n ight
and then stopped.  The fel low behind the bar  threw a beer  bot t le and
made a big hole in  the drum.  The bartender  didn ’t l ike it  becau se they
stopped playing.  They st ruck  up the band again , bu t  they were a drum
shor t .  They played for  the rest  of the evening.

The Begi nn i ng of  Change.  All of the growing up years at  home,
Mar ion had godly parents.  They were both  excellent  Bible students.  His
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father  was an  elder at  Mat toon, I l linois and later
moved to Peor ia, IL.  Th is was in  the 1940's.  He
was an elder  there for  many years.

Although being reared in  the church, Mar ion was
enamored with  the gl it zy l i fe since he had received
a lot  of musical t rain ing.  The l i fe of direct ing a
dance band beckoned h im and he sowed some
wild oats.   But  Mar ion  had a fr iend that  urged
him to come to chu rch with h im one n ight .  He
went an d he li stened, bu t  he was very upset with
h is fr iend afterwards.   When they were ou tside,
he asked h is fr iend, “Why did you  tel l  the
preacher  every th ing I’ve done?”  His fr iend said, “I didn ’t. Let ’s go back
and talk  to the preacher .”

Mr . O. A. Tr ink le assu red Mar ion that  he knew noth ing of h is l i fe and
didn’t  even k now that  he was in  the audience.  This was very
overwhelming to Mar ion and he was drawn to th is man’s preach ing, so
he went  back  the next  n ight  and again was impressed.    I love the way
the Holy Spir it  convicts through th e preaching of the wor d.  Needless to
say, Mar ion defin itely was convicted and he su rrendered h is l i fe and was
baptized in to Christ.  A new creature in Chr ist , now to turn  h is zeal over
to the Lord.  Mar ion  determined to stu dy for  the m in istry.  He attended
Indianapolis School of the Bible and Music. 

Mar i on  Loses Hi s Bi t e
One inciden t  wh i le at tending this school happened on  a Satu rday when
the choir  was going to a concer t  in  a large bus. The president  of the
school let  h is teenage son dr ive the bus. He was young and
inexper ienced and swerved in to the left  lane, col l iding head-on with  a
cat t le t ruck .  The two men in  the t ruck  were k il led in stant ly.  Several
passengers in  the bus were in ju red, some ser iously.  Mar ion had h is
teeth  broken ou t .  Consequent ly he had to have dentu res as a young
man.  He also fractu red h is arm and k nee.

The Proclaim ing Years

Prepar i ng t o Preach .   At  th is t ime, the school hosted a radio program
on Sunday morning.  Mar ion ’s parents always l istened to it  and that ’s
how they learned of the accident .   His father  got  h im from the hospital. 
They pu t  Mar ion on a cot and he and h is dad rode in  the baggage car  of
the t rain  back  to h is parent ’s home.
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Mar ion at tended Indianapolis School of the Bible and Music.
Among other  schools, he went to Burton College and
Seminary in  Colorado Spr ings where they granted h im an
honorary Doctorate.

He also took  Greek  and Hebrew at  Life Bible College in  Los
Angeles in 1953.  In fact , he was the first  student to recite
the 23r d Psalm in  Hebrew.   He also recited the Lord’s
Prayer  in  Greek . He received ext ra credit  for  h is effor ts.

He also at tended Pepperdine University where he studied psychology.

While Mar ion had a broad educat ional background, i t  was in terest ing
that  as a young boy, h is mother  taught  h im recitat ion.  (Like reading ou t
loud.)  It  was th is ear ly background that has helped h im through the
years with  h is public speak ing.

The Em erging Song Evangel i st .  An ar ticle in  the Christian Standard of
1940 reads:

A NEW SONG EVANGELIST
A young man not  widely known, but  already proved effect ive in
evangelist ic work  with  some exper ienced evangelist ic workers
is Mar ion  E. McKee, of Indianapolis, Ind.  Brother  McKee comes
from the church of Chr ist  at  Mat toon, Il l ., and W. Graham
Walker , min ister  of that  congregat ion, in troduces h im with  the
fol lowing words:

Mar ion E. McKee, one of our  Mat toon young men, is a
min ister  of music in  the field of evangelism.  He belongs to a
good Chr ist ian  family, with  a splendid parental background,
having h igh Ideals of h is own for  the chu rch and the
Chr ist ian  li fe.
Mar ion has had t rain ing that  fi ts h im well for  leading. He
has developed in to an excellent  leader  of choruses and
congregat ions in  songs of the evangelist ic type, as well as
hymns of worship. As he has led a number  of evangelist ic
song services for  the wr iter , I speak  with  cer tain ty as to h is
abil i ty in  th is phase of the work .
He has a very pleasing tenor voice and sings very effect ively
in  solo work . He manifests a fine sense of choice In  h is solos.
I am su re he wi l l  make good in  any field to wh ich he may be
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called, and you  need have no hesitancy recommending h im.
Anyth ing you  may do for  h im I wil l  consider  a personal favor .

W. Graham Walker.

Owen M. Walker  is one of the best  known of ou r  song leaders and
a veteran among evangel ists. Ho wr ites as fol lows of Brother
McKee:

We found Mar ion McKee to be a young man of ster l ing
character  and ambit ious to be of service to h is Lord. He has a
charming personali ty and well-trained voice which he knows
how to use most  effect ively as soloist  and leader . He has had
qu ite a good deal of exper ience in  direct ing choirs, as well as
congregat ional singing, and will  make a very valuable helper  to
any who might wish assistance in  evangelist ic meet ings.
Wife and I were h igh ly pleased with  h is work  and found his
standing in  h is home chu rch to be of the very finest , and
therefore we commend h im hear ti ly to the brotherhood, and
feel cer tain  that he wil l  give valuable service wherever  he
labors as leader , soloist  and personal worker .

Ow en M. Walker, Song Evangelist . Muncie, Ind.

Brother  McKee has recent ly been l iving in  Ind ianapolis and has
been in active fel lowsh ip with  Englewood Chu rch there.
Th is congregat ion in  November  ordained h im as min ister  of music,
and the min ister , O. A. Tr ink le, endorses Brother  McKee in
the fol lowing terms:

1 am happy to give a word of commendat ion on behalf of
Mar ion E. McKee as one of ou r  singing evangelists.  While h is
home is in  Mat toon, Il l ., he is a member  of the Englewood
congregat ion. He has been with  us much In  our  services,
worked with  ou r  young people, has sung for  us to the delight
of al l , has made h is home in  the home of one of ou r  elders,
and has assisted me in  evangel istic work . I can  give unqual ified
commendat ion as to h is l i fe and work . The eldersh ip of ou r
chu rch joins me in  th is recommendation. While h is exper ience
has been l imited, h is abil i ty and apt itude make up for  that
l imitat ion . Any chu rch desiring the assistance of a wel l-t rained
and consecrated song leader  wil l  make no mistake in  cal l ing
him. O. A. Trinkle.  Indianapol is, Ind.

God was Prepar i ng Dor i s.  While Brother  McKee was at tending the
Indianapolis School of the Bible and Music, he had a very disappoint ing
exper ience with  a young lady.  They were engaged and he had
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remembered her  with  a gift  at  each meet ing when he was away, bu t  th is
t ime when he came back  to town and went  to see her , she met  h im al l
dressed up to go ou t , bu t  not  with  h im!  That  was the end of their
relat ionship.

Brother  McKee was saddened by the mat ter , bu t  i t  was at  th is time he
realized that  he hadn’t  been praying proper ly for  the gir l whom he
shou ld marry.   He decided then and there to star t  praying for  the r ight
gir l.

It  was at the North American Christian Convention held at  Cadle
Tabernacle in  Indianapolis that  Brother  McKee was seated on the
plat form with  Carol Lank ford.  The soloist  was announced as Dor is
McKinney.  Th is l i t t le lady (very diminu t ive in  size) stepped up to the
plat form with  dark  cu rls bouncing.  Brother  McKee thought . “Why wou ld
they ask  a l i tt le gir l  to present  before th is group of 10,000 people?  (The
choir  loft  seated an  additional 1,500.)  Then she began to sing.  Brother
McKee was absolu tely capt ivated by her  singing abil i ty.  He leaned over
to Carol Lan k ford an d said, “I’m going to marry that  gir l!”    He took  note
when she retu rned to her  seat . She was seated by her  parents.  After  the
service, he went  direct ly to meet  her .  He asked if she wou ld sing for  an
evangelist ic meet ing he had sch edu led in  a few week s.  Dor is was
at tending Butler University  at  the t ime and she agreed to the invitat ion.

Brother  McKee’s next  revival was in  Urbana, Il l inois. He was
wait ing at  a st reet  corner  and a young man drove around at
h igh speed and st ruck  Brother  McKee, throwing h im high in
the air .  He su ffered in jur ies including a broken sternum. He
had to be hospital ized for  a few week s – held r igid ly with
sandbags.    Obviously, the meet ing had to be postponed and
interact ion with  Dor is was in ter rupted.

Bu t  final ly, in  Vandal ia, Il linois, the revival was held and they made
connect ions.  One day Dor is and Mar ion  were taking a walk  when
Mar ion said, “I wou ld l ike for  you to sing with  me for  the rest  of my l i fe.”
That was in the Spr ing and they were marr ied in Augu st .

So in  1941, Mar ion  marr ied Dor is McKinney of Brook lyn,
Indiana. He was the min ister  at  Blue Spr ings, Missou ri at  the
t ime.  Morr is D. Wilson of Indianapolis conducted the
ceremony.   It  is now 60 some years later  and they are st i l l
singing the joys of l ife together .  What a beau t ifu l t r ibu te to
wedlock .
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Added Endorsem ent  f rom  M r . Tr i nk le. 

AN EVANGELISTIC TEAM
We have previously in t roduced Mar ion McKee as a singing
evangelist  and he has made good with  services to many of the
churches.

Bu t  Brother  McKee has not  on ly taken to h imself a wife, bu t  has
also begun preaching th e gospel. Therefore, we are happy to
present  th is couple as a new team, Mrs. McKee  singing   and
leading   the   music.

Brethren wr ite  of them and their  work  as follows: 

I have known Mar ion E. McKee for  many years. I have
worked with  h im In evangelist ic campaigns, and have had an
oppor tun ity to observe h is character . I regard h im as an able
director  of music, a splendid soloist  and a capable winner  of
sou ls. I  know him as a consecrated Chr ist ian work er , loyal to
the gospel and a faith fu l preacher  of that  gospel. He and h is
wife make a good team, either  as a fu l l-team evangelist ic
par ty, or  as evangelist ic helpers. I take pleasu re in
recomm ending them  for  ser vice in Churches of Chr ist .

O. A. TRINKLE,

Li fe as a Travel i ng Evangel i st .  Somet imes they con cluded a revival
meet ing on Sunday and left  r ight  after  chu rch.  They wou ld dr ive to the
next  city where they were to begin  the revival meet ing Monday n igh t.  If
i t  was a distance away, they wou ld take a t rain  to that  city. They wou ld
ask  for  a ber th  in  the Pu llman car .  The conductor  wou ld go through
the car .  If he found an empty ber th, he gave it  to soldiers even if i t  had
been promised to someone else.  This was du r ing WWII and soldiers
had first  pr ior ity to the ber ths.

So Mar ion  and Dor is wou ld ju st  rol l  in to a berth  with their  street
clothes on.  They wou ld wait  unt i l  the conductor  had passed through
the car, then get  up, undress and go back  to bed.

Mar ion McKee wrote: “Dur ing a revival meet ing in  Monroe City, In diana,
there was a lady attending who was a Lu theran. I went  out  to see her
one day to talk  with  her  and I asked her  if sh e had a Lu theran
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Catech ism, which she did. I said please get  i t  and I wou ld read ou t  of
the Catechism and then ou t  of the Scr iptu res.

“I guess I must  have done th is for  close to an hou r  withou t  any
comment .  When I finished she was in  tears and she said, “I have been
l ied to for  over  50 years.” That n ight  in the meet ing, she con fessed
Chr ist  and was immersed for  the remission of her  sins. It  was a real
victory for the Lord.

“In  that same revival, there were so many people from the Breth ren
Church who were bapt ized in to Chr ist  that  they had to close down the
church. There weren’t  enough people to carry on. Again, another  victory
for  the Lord.

Choi r  Tours wi t h  a Chart ered Bus.  The McKees recall  they led choir
tou rs two different  years.  They used Chr istmas vacat ions to schedu le
choir  tou rs.   The tou rs were to var ious churches of the students home
towns.  Various states were Indiana, Ohio and Il l inois.   The young
ladies all dressed alike in  formals and the young men all wore tuxedos. 
One you ng lady wanted to go on tours so badly, but  she didn’t  have a
t rained voice.  She went  home that  year  and took  voice lessons and
learned to sing beau tifu l ly.   The next  year  she was able to go on the
choir  tou r.   She learned to sing and sign for  the hear ing impaired.  Th is
was Bet ty Allen and she assisted the McKees in  evangelist ic meet ing for
a few years.

Bapt i zi ng t he Br i l l i an t  Braggar t .  One revival meet ing was in
Powersvi l le, Il l inois.  Brother  McKee had an oppor tun ity to speak  at  the
High School Assembly.   There was one very br i l l ian t  science student
that  boasted, “No one wil l  ever  persuade me to believe in  God.”  So
Mar ion  went  ahead and made a presentation  and when he was fin ished,
he went  home.   A l i t t le later , there was a call came in  where he was
staying.  The school pr incipal asked to speak  to Mr . McKee.   He said,
“We have some quest ions we can’t  answer .  Wou ld you  come back  for  a
quest ion and answer  per iod?”

When Mr . McKee went  back  and took  his place on the platform, the
br i l l iant  student  stood up and walked to the front .  In  a subdued way
he said, “Mr . McKee, I don ’t have any quest ions, bu t  I want to confess
Chr ist .”  That even ing he was bapt ized in to Chr ist .  There were seven
other  young people who came to Chr ist  that  n ight including the young
man’s sister .
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August of 1965

An Echo From  t he Old Crowd.
In  a revival  in  the same area
where Marion  grew up, a lady
approached h im and asked, “Are
you  the McKee that  once had a
dance band?”   Brother  McKee
said “yes.”  Then the lady told h im
that  she had been in  the audience
and heard h is dance band play
one t ime.

Em bar rassi ng Mom ent s i n  t he Li fe of  a Preacher . Two men of the
chu rch  were serving at  the Lord’s Table.  After  prayer, the men li fted
the l inen cloth  and there sat  a mouse.  One of the men looked down
and saw the mouse, looked around and gave a weak  l i t t le “Eh, heh heh”
and went  ahead and served the people the Lord’s Supper .

At  another  revival  meeting, th is t ime on the state l ine, Brother  McKee
decided to do someth ing to get  the people’s at tent ion.  So he stepped on 
 the table on the floor  below the platform.  As he stepped on the table, i t
began to rol l .  He always says that  was the n ight  he star ted preach ing
in  Missou r i and ended up in  Ok lahoma.  Through it  al l , there was a
lesson to be learned.  Never  step on a table withou t  check ing to see if
the legs have castors on them.   When asked if he in ju red h imself, he
responded, “No, I was young.”

Brother  McKee recalled when he was beginn ing a meet ing in Westw ood-
Cheviot Church of Christ in  Cincinnat i, he needed to walk  wi th  a cane. 
It  was the first Sunday morn ing of the meet ing and as he walked to the
plat form, he t r ipped on the step.  He was young, and - oh, so very
embarrassed.

Brother  McKee wr ites: “In  another  revival, a nurse was at tending the
evening service and wou ld go directly from the service to the person for
whom she was car ing. Bu t  she was also able to rest  at n ight  and she
had an alarm clock  with  her  and th is n ight I was preach ing and
exhor t ing folk  to realize that  they needed to give their  l ives to Chr ist
now. I was saying, ‘now is the t ime, I repeat , now is the t ime.’  Well the
nu rse had the alarm clock  wrapped up in  a package and the second
t ime I said, ‘now is the t ime,’  the alarm clock  went off and the poor
lady had a hard t ime get t ing the package undone so she cou ld shu t  off
the alarm.
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On another  occasion, Mar ion McKee descr ibes an embarrassing
moment.  “I was conduct ing a revival in  Indiana where there was a man
in  the chu rch who wou ld talk  ou t  loud. While you  were preach ing he
wou ld say, ‘uh huh, well, then what  happened?’

“I was using an i llust ration of  a fr iend who got  drunk  and went  ou t  on
his boat  in  Lake Michigan, fel l over  the side and drowned. And the man
was sit t ing there and l isten ing and saying, ‘uh huh, well, and then what
happened?’  And when I said he fel l over the side and drowned, he used
an explet ive ou t  loud in  the service.

The Tangled Tongue.  Brother  McKee was preach ing away and he got
his tongu e tangled.  He stated, “ I’m not  mad most foble Mestus, bu t  I
feak  spreely.”  (I’m not mad, most  noble Festus, bu t  I speak  freely.) 
Sometimes your tang gets so tongled, you can’t stalk  trait.

Out  of  t he Mout hs of  Babes.  Sister  McKee often pu t
baby Lonet ta in  a basket  near  her  while she was
playing the piano.  One nigh t a cou ple of u nsk i lled
ladies were schedu led to sing a duet .  Every t ime they
wou ld take a breath, Lonet ta wou ld “splut ter .”   The
McKees said i t  was per fect  tim ing and so funny, bu t
they dared not  laugh.

The Man  wi t h  t he Weak  Argum ent .  The McKees
had a travel trai ler they used for  revival meet ings.  It
was n ice to know what  your  lodging was going to be
when you  ar r ived in a town. In  one place, a man came to the t rai ler
and said, “If you  preach on  bapt ism, I’m  going to shoot  you .”  Brother
McKee said, “Well I’m going to preach on bapt ism tonight .”  The man
came to chu rch armed.  However , they had a sher iff in  the audience
and the church men were pu t  on not ice.  The man sat  on the first  row. 
Brother  McKee preached on  baptism.  The man stood u p and two men
and the sher iff  escor ted h im ou t  of the bu ildin g.

 That  Num b Preacher .  In  a win ter  revival  in  I l l inois, 20 people wanted
to be baptized.  The bapt ism took  place in  a river near by and Brother
McKee was in  charge.  By the t ime the last person was immersed,
Brother  McKee’s feet  were numb from the very cold water .  He had to
have help get t ing ou t  of the water .

Mom ent ar i l y  Toot h less.  Brother  McKee was holding a meet ing in
Winslow, Indiana.  He had worn dentu res since he was a young man in
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Bible College.  One evening while preach ing he made a gestu re with  h is
hand in  front  of h is face.  His den ture flew out .  He qu ick ly slapped
them back  in  h is mou th and went  on preaching.   Brother  McKee was
invited back  for  a revival the next  year .  There was a couple of fun-
loving young men in  the chu rch and Brother  McKee told them in
confidence, “Someth ing happened last  year  when I was preaching that
you  didn ’t  know anyth ing abou t.”  They broke in to laughter  and said,
“Oh yeah?”
.
The Pole That  Would not  Budge. It  was the last  Sunday of a revival
meet ing at  the South Sacramento Church
where Darrell Reyman was min ister ing.
They had a church picn ic at  the park  and
afterward played softbal l.  Brother McKee
was running and did not  see a pole in  h is
l ine of travel and h i t i t  fu l l force. It crushed
his cheekbone and su rgery was necessary.
The first  doctor  that  he went  to cou ldn’t
take h is case because he was leaving town. 
However , the doctor  that  stepped in  had
exper ienced a similar  accident  and a doctor
had operated, leaving him with  an obvious
scar.  The doctor assured Brother  McKee
that  he cou ld operate and not  leave a scar .
Often doctors sk il led in  cosmet ic su rgery are prompted to learn the ar t
because of a poor  ou tcome they have exper ienced.   Indeed, th is doctor
did a beau t i fu l  job and there was no scar .  God is so good.

Even  A Pol i t i ci an  can  Recogn i ze a Good Man .  In
1982 Ronald Reagan was presiden t and Brother
McKee was min ister ing in  Bel l Gardens, Californ ia. 
The President  invited 200 preachers to a luncheon; 
Brother  McKee was among them.    Al l  of the
preachers t raveled to Washington, D. C. and were
honored there.  A news story was wr it ten up abou t
Brother  McKee concern ing th is event .

In later  years, Brother  and Sister  McKee moved to
Oregon.  He min istered  at  the Myrtle Creek Church
of Christ. In  the late n inet ies he had a ser ious throat condit ion and lost
h is voice completely.   The therapist  that  he found was a lady who gave
him st r ingent l im itations abou t  preach ing.  He cou ld not speak  ou t  loud
for  several months.  When we wou ld get  together , he cou ld on ly



Page 13  of   13

whisper .  Finally, by degrees, he was permit ted to do a bit  of preaching. 
Star t ing ou t , he cou ld speak  for  10 minu tes and Dor is wou ld t ime h im. 
Of cou rse, he made the most  of h is 10 minu tes.  When there was
Scr iptu re to read, a member  in  the audience wou ld be selected to read
it .  Although, a lot  of t ime has elapsed, he sti l l  preserves h is voice by
having others read.

He fel l  agai n , but  not  for  Dor i s t h i s t im e. Along in  the Spr ing of
2002, Brother  McKee was at  the church bu ilding by h imself.  He was
car ing for  some th ings and stepped wrong and fell off of the plat form,
landing  on  his shou lder .  When we asked, “How did you manage to get
up?”  he said that he just  had to lay there on the floor  and groan a
while, he hu r t  so bad.

Finally he gained enough strength to get  up and dr ive home.  Dor is
then drove h im to the doctor  where they X-rayed and found he had
broken h is col lar  bone.  It  was very pain ful, bu t  soon he recovered and
was back  in  form again. 

Edi t or ’s Observat ions.  Char les and I always thr i l l  when we hear  th is
brother  speak .  He has a great  command of the audience, even in  h is
advanced years.  He often uses silence to get  h is point  across.  A shor t
t ime ago, Brother  McKee was given the text  in  Mat thew 7:21 and
fol lowing.  He drove home the passage by stat ing the saddest  words we
cou ld every hear  from ou r  Lord: I never knew you.  He made several
commen ts, punctuat ing them with that  qu otat ion, complete with
thought fu l pauses.  It  was very effect ive.


